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World (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Picasso's War: The Destruction of Guernica and the Masterpiece That Changed the World (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
IronyVon taking a restHanging in The United Nations is a tapestry that replicates the image of the painting that is the 
subject of Russell Martin's book, "Picasso's War". The painting is "Guernica" that Picasso created as a response to the 
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destruction of a small town that is of the same name but at times is also spelled "Gernika". The first bit of irony I 
experienced while reading this wonderful book is that the tapestry hangs in The United Nations but is covered when 
various topics are discussed. For instance, when Secretary of State Colin Powell recently gave his presentation to The 
UN on Iraq the tapestry was covered, lest any television or print cameras photograph those speaking with the tapestry 
as a backdrop. So firstly there is this internationally renowned anti-war symbol hung in a building that rarely averts 
violence or acts quickly to prevent the spread of violence. And then when the possibility of violence is discussed, the 
imaged is removed from view.The second instance was a personal experience involving the author, for on the day he 
was in Spain viewing the original work that documented the bombing of a civilian population by airplanes; the city of 
New York was targeted by airplanes used as massive flying bombs. The events that took place in Spain that shared the 
sorrow of that day are amongst the most poignant in the book. The similarity of events also made relevant once again a 
quote of Picasso's, "War's end, but hostilities endure forever".The decisions and events that lead to the targeting of a 
civilian population in a manner that at times bordered on sport are repulsive, but are also familiar as they were 
repeated so many times in the 20th Century, and virtually every other century one may care to examine. Picasso 
managed to place on a massive canvas images that are horrible, but in a manner that is unique and that has made the 
image one that has been adopted for human cruelty around the world.Author Russell Martin has created a well crafted 
book that is a work of History, Politics, Art, and Sociology. It is an extremely readable book for anyone interested in 
20th Century events. You don't need to be an admirer of Picasso, you can even dislike his work and it will have little 
impact on how much you will enjoy this book. For what the author has done is to take what has become an icon for a 
variety of tragic and shameful human behaviors, and trace it from it's origins to the controversial location where it 
resides today. Nothing about Picasso's massive work is without controversy, except for the people who stand in 
endless lines to view it, almost everyone else involved in its custodianship since Picasso's death has little to be proud 
of and much to account for.War often can be distilled down to one group coveting that which another has, and then 
using escalating levels of violence to make it their own. Picasso created a documentary of the result of these human 
failings, and had he lived he would have seen how his work became yet another object for an elite few to argue over 
and covet, while the masses that he painted it for have waited for decades to even view what he created for them.0 von 
0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. IronyVon taking a restHanging in The United Nations is a tapestry 
that replicates the image of the painting that is the subject of Russell Martin's book, "Picasso's War". The painting is 
"Guernica" that Picasso created as a response to the destruction of a small town that is of the same name but at times is 
also spelled "Gernika". The first bit of irony I experienced while reading this wonderful book is that the tapestry hangs 
in The United Nations but is covered when various topics are discussed. For instance, when Secretary of State Colin 
Powell recently gave his presentation to The UN on Iraq the tapestry was covered, lest any television or print cameras 
photograph those speaking with the tapestry as a backdrop. So firstly there is this internationally renowned anti-war 
symbol hung in a building that rarely averts violence or acts quickly to prevent the spread of violence. And then when 
the possibility of violence is discussed, the imaged is removed from view.The second instance was a personal 
experience involving the author, for on the day he was in Spain viewing the original work that documented the 
bombing of a civilian population by airplanes; the city of New York was targeted by airplanes used as massive flying 
bombs. The events that took place in Spain that shared the sorrow of that day are amongst the most poignant in the 
book. The similarity of events also made relevant once again a quote of Picasso's, "War's end, but hostilities endure 
forever".The decisions and events that lead to the targeting of a civilian population in a manner that at times bordered 
on sport are repulsive, but are also familiar as they were repeated so many times in the 20th Century, and virtually 
every other century one may care to examine. Picasso managed to place on a massive canvas images that are horrible, 
but in a manner that is unique and that has made the image one that has been adopted for human cruelty around the 
world.Author Russell Martin has created a well crafted book that is a work of History, Politics, Art, and Sociology. It 
is an extremely readable book for anyone interested in 20th Century events. You don't need to be an admirer of 
Picasso, you can even dislike his work and it will have little impact on how much you will enjoy this book. For what 
the author has done is to take what has become an icon for a variety of tragic and shameful human behaviors, and trace 
it from it's origins to the controversial location where it resides today. Nothing about Picasso's massive work is without 
controversy, except for the people who stand in endless lines to view it, almost everyone else involved in its 
custodianship since Picasso's death has little to be proud of and much to account for.War often can be distilled down to 
one group coveting that which another has, and then using escalating levels of violence to make it their own. Picasso 
created a documentary of the result of these human failings, and had he lived he would have seen how his work 
became yet another object for an elite few to argue over and covet, while the masses that he painted it for have waited 
for decades to even view what he created for them.

KurzbeschreibungThe destruction of a town, and the creation of a masterpiece--On April 26, 1937, in the late 
afternoon of a busy market day in the Basque town of Gernika in northern Spain, the German Luftwaffe began the 



relentless bombing and machine-gunning of buildings and villagers at the request of General Francisco Franco and his 
rebel forces. Three-and-a-half hours later, the village lay in ruins, its population decimated. This act of terror and 
unspeakable cruelty--the first intentional, large-scale attack against a nonmilitary target in modern warfare--outraged 
the world and one man in particular, Pablo Picasso. The renowned artist, an expatriate living in Paris, reacted 
immediately to the devastation in his homeland by creating the canvas that would become widely considered one of 
the greatest artworks of the twentieth century--Guernica. Weaving themes of conflict and redemption, of the horrors of 
war and of the power of art to transfigure tragedy, Russell Martin follows this monumental work from its fevered 
creation through its journey across decades and continents--from Europe to America and, finally and triumphantly, to 
democratic Spain. Full of historical sweep and deeply moving drama, Picassos War delivers an unforgettable portrait 
of a painting, the dramatic events that led to its creation, and its ongoing power today.PressestimmenA fascinating and 
lively read. (The Denver Post) Refreshingly original...Martin is above all a first rate investigator. (The Boston 
Globe)KurzbeschreibungThe destruction of a town, and the creation of a masterpiece--On April 26, 1937, in the late 
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immediately to the devastation in his homeland by creating the canvas that would become widely considered one of 
the greatest artworks of the twentieth century--Guernica. Weaving themes of conflict and redemption, of the horrors of 
war and of the power of art to transfigure tragedy, Russell Martin follows this monumental work from its fevered 
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democratic Spain. Full of historical sweep and deeply moving drama, Picassos War delivers an unforgettable portrait 
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