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uniting pilgrimageVon Roman NiesI compare this book to a book I read about a pilgrimage to a catholic place of 
worship. Then also I remind myself to other sites, to which curiosity rather than religious cause brought me where I 
witnessed always the same fervour to enlighten oneself in the sense of gaining religious merits. Such sites were 
Kerbela in Iraq, Adams Peak in Sri Lanka, of course Rome, Haridwar in India. The motives of the people are the same 
and certainly comparable. For non-beliefers it is sure that they serve their own self more than their God. Only Hindus 
admit this. As for Makkha, where Christians cannot visit, there is sth special, because pilgrimage to the Kaaba 
originally stood in sharp contrast to Islam. It should not be forgotten that it was a place of worship already before 
Muhammad. The arabs were poletheists and worshipped among other Gods the moon God, and the Kaaba was the 
place for it. But Muhammad thought political and took the place over for his goals. That was clever.Did Allah tell him 
to do so or did he want to win followers among those for who the Kaaba was an ancient Arab pilgrimage site? Some 
claim that there is no explanation why God could find pleasure in such an exercise. Did the Prophet rather want to 
install a center for Arab identity? If so he succeeded. He was a thinker ahead who knew well what he had to do to form 
one nation. The decision at that time was surprising and so inconsistent with Islamic principles that many Moslems 
were upset. The Kaaba was the place of worship for the Polytheists, they thought. How could it be the place of 
worship for God? On the other side if Mekkha should lose its prosperity, there might be a risk of wide spread 
apostacy. That risk would be averted by making pilgrimage to Mekkha incumbent on Moslems. They would come and 
pay for it. Religion always needs money to establish itself in the world.Pilgrims of today have not such 
contemplations. They have the obligation to travel once in their lifetime to Mekkha. A blessing for those who are born 
there! Muslims of all nations come together for the same purpose. This serves the interest of Islam.

KurzbeschreibungAn extensive manual describing the Hajj?a journey that enlightens the significance of human 
existence and submission?this guidebook offers advice for those undertaking the holy voyage and gives the meanings 
behind its rituals. With special attention to the people who make the journey?approximately three million Muslims a 
year?this reference illuminates the importance of one of the fundamental forms of Islamic worship as a social and 
cosmic transformation.KurzbeschreibungAn extensive manual describing the Hajj?a journey that enlightens the 
significance of human existence and submission?this guidebook offers advice for those undertaking the holy voyage 
and gives the meanings behind its rituals. With special attention to the people who make the journey?approximately 
three million Muslims a year?this reference illuminates the importance of one of the fundamental forms of Islamic 
worship as a social and cosmic transformation.Synopsis An extensive manual describing the Hajj - a journey that 
enlightens the significance of human existence and submission - this guidebook offers advice for those undertaking the 
holy voyage and gives the meanings behind its rituals. With special attention to the people who make the journey - 
approximately three million Muslims a year - this reference illuminates the importance of one of the fundamental 
forms of Islamic worship as a social and cosmic transformation. 


