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GoodVon Z do BorogodThis book is excellent, but | gave it only 4 stars because it has some very boring moments,
describing the lives, for example, of Phil Jackson's parents. Otherwise, it is great reading.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A profound disappointment for Halberstam fansVon Ein Kundel am a keen admirer of
Halberstam, especially his sports books. In fact, | think "Breaks of the Game" is the best book ever written on the
NBA. Perhaps that raised my expectations for this book to unreasonable levels. But | don't think so. Halberstam still
has many enjoyable anecdotes to share, and some readers may find them worth the price. But, as others have noted,
Jordan would not sit for an interview, and that, for this book, isakiller. Because, in the end, there is nothing in the
way of review or analysis that hasn't been presented elsewhere, nor isthis effort particularly well written -- it has none
of Halberstam's signature insights -- or edited. It feels something of a clip-and-paste job. Sadly, the most interesting
part is Halberstam's author's note, at the end of the book. He discusses his own reluctance to do it -- raising the same
issues as reviewers here touch on (he'd done his NBA book; was another Jordan book needed? the need to write it
quickly, etc.) -- and then adds that he thought he'd have Jordan's input, even if it were limited to a couple of days of
interviews. When Jordan apparently reversed himself, it was presumably too late. The best Halberstam can say is that
Jordan never told his close friends not to speak with Halberstam. That's where many of the anecdotes come from. Just
to be straight with readers, the author's note ought to have been put up front, to alert browsers about what they could
expect.And to Dan La Batard of ESPN, who was quoted on the jacket that thisis the best book he's ever read about
sports, aword of advice: Y ou should read more. Some of Halberstam's OTHER sports book, for starters...0 von 0
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great start, good reporting, but we don't learn anything newVon
JKaplan25@aol.comin "Playing For Keeps," David Halberstam tries to shed light on the character of Michael Jordan.
On balance, he fails. Somewhere in the middle, the book becomes a descriptive laundry list of Michael Jordan's
accomplishments. Any attempt to analyze Michael Jordan the person or his domination of American culture
disappears. Mr. Halberstam succeeds though in examining the early part of Jordan's life. His family was strikingly
middle class in outlook. His father, James Jordan, was aretired Air Force mechanic and then later a mechanic at
General Electric. His mother wanted to see all of her children excel--not just succeed. Yet, in all the reporting about
Michael's relationship with his father, we learn little about Mrs. Jordan. It is never clear whether theirs was a good
marriage and what effect their relationship had on young Michael Jordan. Halberstam, at times, gets good tidbits of
information. First, Michael learned to play with his tongue sticking out as a child. He imitated his father who would
work on machines with his tongue sticking out. Second, had Larry Jordan, Michael's older brather, grown past 5'9" he
would be an NBA star too. Their sibling rivalry was intense and, at times, brutal. With Larry, Halberstam allows us to
see flashes of afuture, intensely competitive, Michael Jordan. The most critical and significant contribution
Halberstam makes is explaining Jordan's rise to greatness. Y es, he was cut from his high school basketball team
because he was considered too short for the varsity. That was his last professional setback besides ayear playing
minor league baseball. That same year, however, the junior varsity team drew larger crowds than the varsity. By his
senior year, few knew about Jordan on the national stage. In the cozy basketball world of North Carolina, however,
Jordan's potential was recognized by "the powers that be." He was a scout's dream. Slowly but surely invitations to one
prestigious basketball camp after another arrived. After a camp at the University of North Carolina, Dean Smith and
his lackeys worked feverishly to keep Jordan hidden. They did not want other scouts discovering him. What Dean
Smith did for Michael Jordan was remarkable. He never let Jordan's potential greatness get to his head. Even before
Jordan's freshman season started, Sports Illustrated wanted to profile the team. Smith, believing that Jordan had done
nothing to deserve the cover, deliberately kept him off. We can safely assume that's the last time Michael Jordan was
kept off a magazine cover involuntarily. But the basketball program at North Carolina perhaps most contributed to
Jordan's greatness as a person and a player. Jordan was eminently coachable, he had awork ethic unlike any other
Smith had ever seen, and he had extraordinary athletic talent and a natural feel for the game of basketball. Halberstam
presents Jordan's finest and, at times, most unseemly quality--hisintense desire and innate need to win. Not only isthis
evident on the basketball court, but later in his business dealings too. North Carolina basketball focused on the team.
Each player knew his place. As afreshman, Michael Jordan was one of only a handful of freshman to ever start. But
Smith made sure Michael knew his place. Michael was responsible for lugging the film projector from game to game.
Most importantly, Dean Smith made Michael Jordan realize that he was a spoke in awheel and that the team itself was
the hub. As Halberstam points out, it was that team concept that diminished some of the better players' skills and
elevated others who were not so great. It is Michael Jordan's indomitable will and compulsion to win that trumps all
and Halberstam's greatest insight into M J, the person. Hiswill to win makes it quite clear why, in the words of
Chicago author Scott Turrow, "That Michael Jordan is better at basketball than anybody is at anything else.” It is clear
why those last second shots against Georgetown, Cleveland, and Utah went in. Luck, as Mr. Halberstam writes, was
never part of the equation. Aside from that, the most interesting observations are offered by beat reporters who
covered basketball over the years. In the past, Halberstam has written perceptive and moving books on race. But, in
"Playing for Keeps' we never get a sense of how MJ dealt with the issue of race or if it was ever an obstacle. Twenty
years ago (even today for that matter), a Black male never could have endorsed mainstream American products like
McDonald's, Coke, Gatorade, and Nike. The only thing we learn on this subject is that business, for Michael Jordan,



comes before anything else. When Senate candidate Harvey Gnatt asks for his endorsement, Michael Jordan declines.
"Republicans wear sneakerstoo," he replies. Fair enough. But isthat one incident or a pattern? How has his experience
shaped his outlook on racial issues? For someone interested in organizations, the book is interesting, but not
compelling. For afan interested in the inside workings of the NBA and a basketball team, the book is well-reported.
For those looking for Michael Jordan's larger cultural significance, hisrise along with the rise of the NBA, cable
television, and the new labor economics of sportsiswell documented (although, Henry Louis Gates, a Harvard
sociologist, does even better in a much shorter piece that appeared last year in The New Y orker). But for those
searching for the man behind that mask, Halberstam's book surely disappoints. What he does brilliantly in " The
Amateurs," hefailsto replicate here. Michael Jordan has conquered basketball and the business world. He may be
making, however, his greatest move yet. While seeming to reveal something about himself to a Pulitzer Prize winning
journalist, he reveals nothing at all. Not even Halberstam can match MJ's crossover dribble. Halberstam is caught
flatfooted, watching Jordan sky above him and his arms extended in a textbook-perfect follow through. The ball is
sailing towards the hoop in afine geometric arc. In anoisy arena or the quiet of an empty gym, he too hears the sound
all too often heard by Jordan's opponents. The sound of defeat.

KurzbeschreibungA revealing portrait of a once-in-a-generation athlete and global icon



