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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Playing the Enemy: 
Nelson Mandela and the Game That Made a Nation (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
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Wesentlich besser als der FilmVon PhilInvictus ist eine packende Geschichte ber Sdafrikas Entwicklung von 
Arpartheid zum heutigen Stand. Es ist sehr politisch und anders als der darauf basierende Film befasst es sich nicht nur 
mit dem Rugby World Cup und dem offiziellen Ende der Apartheid, sondern gibt einen Einblick in das 
Gesammtbild.Ich habe das Buch gelesen bevor ich den Film gesehen habe und war, im Gegensatz zu meinen 
Freunden, die das Buch nicht kennen, sehr enttuscht da etwa die ersten 60% komplett fehlen.3 von 3 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Forging a National Consciousness through Mutual RespectVon Donald 
MitchellPlaying the Enemy is a very timely book. In these days when nations are often more divided than before, 
Nelson Mandela's instinct to show respect, friendliness, and common purpose with those who saw him as an enemy is 
a beacon that lights up the potential for all people to come together to accomplish more. John Carlin has used the 
Rugby World Cup imaginatively to illustrate the essence of President Mandela's approach. Mr. Carlin is a wonderful 
story teller, and you'll feel chills as you read the many great moments he brilliantly captures in Playing the 
Enemy.Leaders have always used foreign enemies to bring their purpose together. Who realized that this could be 
done at the level of sport rather than through war as a way to unify a country where people were deeply suspicious 
(even paranoid) about one another?I was glad to see that Mr. Carlin provided lots of background about how someone 
imprisoned for decades became the leader of a reconstituted nation in South Africa and went on to accomplish things 
that not even the most optimistic would have expected. President Mandela's story is one for the ages, and this way of 
telling the story makes it easier to understand for those who never saw South Africa during the Apartheid 
regime.Although I had long studied and worked to help change the government in South Africa from the inside and 
outside, the political impact of the international boycott of the South African rugby team had been lost to me. I hope 
those who would like to encourage governments to behave more appropriately towards their people will remember this 
example.Bravo, Mr. Carlin!1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Forging a National 
Consciousness through Mutual RespectVon Donald MitchellPlaying the Enemy is a very timely book. In these days 
when nations are often more divided than before, Nelson Mandela's instinct to show respect, friendliness, and common 
purpose with those who saw him as an enemy is a beacon that lights up the potential for all people to come together to 
accomplish more. John Carlin has used the Rugby World Cup imaginatively to illustrate the essence of President 
Mandela's approach. Mr. Carlin is a wonderful story teller, and you'll feel chills as you read the many great moments 
he brilliantly captures in Playing the Enemy.Leaders have always used foreign enemies to bring their purpose together. 
Who realized that this could be done at the level of sport rather than through war as a way to unify a country where 
people were deeply suspicious (even paranoid) about one another?I was glad to see that Mr. Carlin provided lots of 
background about how someone imprisoned for decades became the leader of a reconstituted nation in South Africa 
and went on to accomplish things that not even the most optimistic would have expected. President Mandela's story is 
one for the ages, and this way of telling the story makes it easier to understand for those who never saw South Africa 
during the Apartheid regime.Although I had long studied and worked to help change the government in South Africa 
from the inside and outside, the political impact of the international boycott of the South African rugby team had been 
lost to me. I hope those who would like to encourage governments to behave more appropriately towards their people 
will remember this example.Bravo, Mr. Carlin!

KurzbeschreibungAs the day of the final of the 1995 Rugby World Cup dawned, and the Springboks faced New 
Zealand's all-conquering All Blacks, more was at stake than a sporting trophy. When Nelson Mandela appeared 
wearing a Springboks jersey and led the all-white Afrikaner-dominated team in singing South Africa's new national 
anthem, he conquered the hearts of white South Africa. Playing the Enemy tells the extraordinary human story of how 
that moment became possible. It shows how a sport, once the preserve of South Africa's Afrikaans-speaking minority, 
came to unify the new rainbow nation, and tells of how - just occasionally - something as simple as a game really can 
help people to rise above themselves and see beyond their differences.Pressestimmen"* 'Wonderful... Don't wait for 
the movie.' - New York Times * 'A triumphant conversion... A portrait of South Africa's answer to George 
Washington... [It] works because Carlin got so close to Mandela and the people Mandela seduced.' - Simon Kuper, 
Financial Times * 'Revelatory... A tight, gripping and powerful book that shines a light on a moment of hope, not just 
for one nation but the whole world.' - Daily Express * 'A fascinating story... Thirteen years on, it is possible to look 
back with emotion at a moment which suggested that everything was possible.' - Justin Cartwright, Sunday 
Telegraph"KurzbeschreibungAs the day of the final of the 1995 Rugby World Cup dawned, and the Springboks faced 
New Zealand's all-conquering All Blacks, more was at stake than a sporting trophy. When Nelson Mandela appeared 
wearing a Springboks jersey and led the all-white Afrikaner-dominated team in singing South Africa's new national 
anthem, he conquered the hearts of white South Africa. Playing the Enemy tells the extraordinary human story of how 
that moment became possible. It shows how a sport, once the preserve of South Africa's Afrikaans-speaking minority, 
came to unify the new rainbow nation, and tells of how - just occasionally - something as simple as a game really can 



help people to rise above themselves and see beyond their differences. 


