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Von Geerat J. Vermeij : Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A life of 
thinking, learning, and significant contributionsVon Alan R. HolyoakIs this the story of a blind scientist? No! This is 
the story of a great scientist who happens to be blind, but who is certainly not without a vision of the world around 
him. Dr. Vermeij chronicles his life and development as a scientific thinker and worker. He draws the reader in as he 
tells what it's like to work one's way through the ranks and halls of academia, and how he had to simultaneously 
overcome prejudices and preconceptions others hold about what it means to be blind. He also tells of an ongoing life 
centered on the accumulation of knowledge, contemplation of those ideas, and the generation of important 
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contributions to his field. The account of his development as a scientific thinker and worker was a great read, but the 
perspective he provides on life without sight is outstanding. I'd rate the book 5 stars for myself, and 4 stars for a more 
general audience: five stars for myself because, as an invertebrate zoologist, I felt a strong connection to the topics and 
experiences described; and 4 starts for a non-scientific audience. It's clear that this book was written prior to the end of 
his career, and I hope to see another installment on Dr. Vermeij's life in another decade or two.

KurzbeschreibungHis fingers move across the surface of a shell, feeling the ridges and contours, searching for clues, 
gathering information unnoticed by the untrained eye. For Dr. Geerat Vermeij's fingers are his eyes. One of the most 
accomplished evolutionary biologists of our time and the world's leading authority on an ancient "arms race" among 
mollusks, Dr. Vermeij is blind.No ordinary autobiography, Privileged Hands is the story of Dr. Vermeij's challenge 
and triumph. What makes his story so compelling is how he sees and what his insights reveal about the wonder of life 
on planet Earth. His exhaustive research of ancient and living mollusks, particularly shells, is extraordinary in its scope 
and perspective about how species arm themselves, compete, and survive. This is an intriguing irony for someone 
whose incomparable story is characterized by an unfailing determination to thrive in a sighted world and in the world 
of science. For Dr. Vermeij's self-portrait is also a portrait of the practice of science--his views on evolution and 
biodiversity, and the importance of observation are as much the story as are his family relationships, education, and 
position on arritmative action.Privileged Hands is provocative and intelligent storytelling: it reveals as much about our 
own lives as it does about this one, remarkable, scientist's life." 'Uplifting' may smack of sentimentality, but Vermeij's 
life story surely is upliftingand it contributes importantly to evolutionary science." - Kirkus s.deThis remarkable 
memoir by the great marine biologist Geerat Vermeij, who is perhaps the world's leading authority on marine mollusks 
and who has been blind since the age of three, resonates on several levels: it is, first of all, a profound and vivid 
exploration of the current state of evolutionary theory; secondly, an engaging memoir of scientific exploration carried 
out in exotic locales; and finally, an acute examination of what it means to be sightless. Vermeij's extraordinary life 
reads like that of one of the great early biological explorers, whose theories were all based on extensive fieldwork in 
remote spots. It is also an inspiring tale of a man who, thanks to a remarkably devoted and intelligent family and his 
own inexhaustible scientific curiosity, overcame his handicap to further the sum of human 
knowledge.KurzbeschreibungHis fingers move across the surface of a shell, feeling the ridges and contours, searching 
for clues, gathering information unnoticed by the untrained eye. For Dr. Geerat Vermeij's fingers are his eyes. One of 
the most accomplished evolutionary biologists of our time and the world's leading authority on an ancient "arms race" 
among mollusks, Dr. Vermeij is blind.No ordinary autobiography, Privileged Hands is the story of Dr. Vermeij's 
challenge and triumph. What makes his story so compelling is how he sees and what his insights reveal about the 
wonder of life on planet Earth. His exhaustive research of ancient and living mollusks, particularly shells, is 
extraordinary in its scope and perspective about how species arm themselves, compete, and survive. This is an 
intriguing irony for someone whose incomparable story is characterized by an unfailing determination to thrive in a 
sighted world and in the world of science. For Dr. Vermeij's self-portrait is also a portrait of the practice of science--
his views on evolution and biodiversity, and the importance of observation are as much the story as are his family 
relationships, education, and position on arritmative action.Privileged Hands is provocative and intelligent storytelling: 
it reveals as much about our own lives as it does about this one, remarkable, scientist's life." 'Uplifting' may smack of 
sentimentality, but Vermeij's life story surely is upliftingand it contributes importantly to evolutionary science." - 
Kirkus s 


