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Von E.E. Charlton-Trujillo : Prizefighter en Mi Casa  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Prizefighter en Mi Casa: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooPRIZEFIGHTER EN MI CASA is a heartfelt and often heart-wrenching novel 
about a Mexican-American girl growing up in Texas. Ever since the car accident that left her father paralyzed and 
unable to work, 12-year-old Chula Sanchez has suffered seizures that make her an even bigger target for teasing in her 
junior high school than her Mexican heritage did. She has few friends, and her relationship with her parents and older 
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brother has suffered as well. Then her father comes up with a plan to make money for the family: bring a famous and 
feared prizefighter from Mexico into the town for an illegal boxing match.The novel's main strength is its characters. 
Chula, who narrates the story, has a believable, distinctive voice. She doesn't hold back as she shares her sharp and 
sometimes bitter observations of her family and community. No super-girl, she doesn't always make the best decisions 
in dealing with her problems, but they are always decisions that make sense. The minor characters are also well-
developed and distinctive, from the hulking shadow of "El Jefe" which conceals more humanity than Chula guesses, to 
her brother, Richie, who alternates between brotherly rivalry and brotherly love.PRIZEFIGHTER EN MI CASA also 
stands out for its setting and tone. It authentically captures the cultural flavor of a southern town. The use of Spanish in 
the dialogue and narration, the slang terms and descriptions of food and religion, all serve to immerse the reader in a 
world that may seem foreign to many of them.The book builds on its characters and the many conflicts between them 
over its two-hundred pages, but toward the end, sadly, it falters. Many of the conflicts are hastily tied up in the last few 
pages with little explanation; some are left completely uncertain or unresolved. Readers may find that the many loose 
ends make for an unsatisfying conclusion.Despite the problems with the ending, this is still a novel well worth reading, 
both for the glimpse it offers of an under-represented group in teen literature and for the honesty and vividness of its 
storytelling. Pre-teen and younger teen readers will find much to enjoy and think about.Reviewed by: Lynn Crow

KurzbeschreibungTwelve-year-old Chula Sanchez isnt thin, isnt beautiful, and because shes Mexican, isnt popular in 
her south Texas town. And now that a car accident has left her father paralyzed and her plagued with seizures, she is 
poor. But Chulas father is determined to pull his family out of debt. He sends for El Jefethe most revered prizefighter 
in Mexico. Chulas father hopes that with steel-pipe arms and fists like pit bulls, El Jefe will win the local illegal 
boxing matches and bring home much-needed money. But El Jefea man who many see as a monsteronly brings 
confusion to a home that is already filled with problems. And now Chula must decide for herself whether good and 
bad can reside in one person and whether you can have strength in your heart when your fists have none.From the 
Hardcover edition.From School Library JournalGrade 5-8Twelve-year-old Chula is frightened by the arrival of an 
unusual houseguest, a scarred prizefighter from Mexico. Her father has brought El Jefe, his childhood friend, to their 
South Texas town and risks the family savings to back him in a black-market fight against Golden Gloves, a local 
white boxer. It's a classic confrontation of Circles (people from the poor Mexican community) versus Squares (those 
from the wealthier side of town), and Chula's family is hoping for victory and a rescue from the poverty that has been 
their fate since the car accident that left Pape in a wheelchair. Chula suffered a head injury from flying glass that has 
left her with Flashes, her name for the resulting epileptic seizures, and caused her to be ostracized by neighbors and 
classmates. Incorrect grammar and Spanish phrases pepper this startlingly vivid first-person narrative of a girl who 
understands that she needs to be brave and is not sure she's up to it. The book includes a large cast of characters with 
an equally large set of problems. At a breakneck pace, the protagonist faces challenges from homework to hiding her 
brother from the police, and, through it all, shines as she listens to and learns from each person, especially the mythic 
and troubled El Jefe. Searching for strength and courage in others, Chula finds them in herself.Carol A. Edwards, 
Douglas County Libraries, Castle Rock, CO Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. 
All rights reserved.Pressestimmen"Startlingly vivid." - School Library JournalFrom the Trade Paperback edition. 


