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Von Ben Hamper : Rivethead: Tales from the Assembly Line (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rivethead: Tales from the Assembly Line (English 
Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. GREAT 
BOOK! Anyone you gives it less than 5 stars is nuts!Von Leticia Y. LopezI was forced to read this book...against my 
better wishes, my hellish American History professor assigned this book to our class. As I read the title I remembered 
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thinking: "how in the world is an assembly line job interesting enough to read about?" About the only thing I thought 
the book had going for it was the foreward by Michael Moore. It looked like I was going have to spend another 
weekend plodding though a boring book when I could have been spending it at the movies or out with my friends. It 
turned out to be one of the best weekends of my life. The books was hilarious -- It was real, gritty, sharp and 
wonderfully written. After reading the introduction, I was hooked: I locked myself in my room, unplugged the 
telephone and didn't put down the book until I was finished. That was ten minutes ago -- now I am online looking to 
see if he has written any other books...I was disapointed to see that he hasn't. Ben Hamper -- wherever you are -- I 
have joined the ranks as your loyal fan. Even though you no longer work for GM, I hope you will find another story 
out there and tell the world about it.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Engaging, entertaining, 
enlightening, depressing, too!Von Ein KundeThis is a must-read if you're a white collar, blue-blood, fancy suburb-
living, Subaru Outback-driving, Liberal Arts educated American. Or even if you're not--. Its honesty will rattle those 
who presume to "understand" the American blue collar work force--especially middle managers sitting in some cushy 
office with fake plants in the corner and hot coffee in a favorite mug. It's a great companion read to "Forming the 
Future: Lessons from the Saturn Corporation" -- written by Jack O'Toole, the labor representative on the team to create 
the 80's upstart GM division. The fact that Michael Moore writes the preface to Rivethead should give you an 
indication that this is raw, off the beaten literary track, good reading. Enjoy.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. I beVon Ein KundeUnlike the songs of Bruce Springsteen that focus upon the working class of 
America, Hamper provides one with a glimpse into the life of an American factory worker. This book shows the lived 
experiences of people that have now become transperent voices in mainstream society. What Hamper does is provide a 
forum for these voices to be articulated. This book should be a mandatory reading in college classrooms. Specifically, 
english majors, sociology majors, and communication majors would benefit from the insight and rhetoric displayed 
through the harsh but real voice of Hamper. More books like this should be read by members of our society both in 
and out of the academic forums. In sum, I would recommend this book to the masses.

KurzbeschreibungThe man the Detroit Free Press calls "a blue collar Tom Wolfe" delivers a full-barreled blast of truth 
and gritty reality in Rivethead, a no-holds-barred journey through the belly of the American industrial beast.From 
Kirkus sBased on his ``Rivethead'' column that has appeared in Midwest newspapers as well as in Mother Jones, here 
is Hamper's tortured description of his wretched career as a General Motors worker in the factories of Flint, Michigan. 
A fourth generation ``shoprat'' (one uncle spent 45 years at the Buick Engine Plant), Hamper explains how an 
irresponsible father, numerous siblings, and his own penchant for laziness, drugs, and taverns pointed directly to a 
future in the plants, despite his inclinations toward poetry and music. In 1977, he reluctantly began work in the cab 
shop (a place with a noise level ``like some hideous unrelenting tape loop of trains having sex''). Ranging from this 
experience to his retirement ten years later, Hamper writes of the drudgery of factory labor; repeated layoffs and call-
backs; extensive on-the-job alcohol and drug consumption by himself and fellow workers; ongoing battles with 
foremen and supervisors; and his quest, similar to that of his mentor, Michael Moore, director of Roger and Me, to go 
bowling with GM chairman Roger Smith. His ``Rivethead'' series hardly endeared him to management, nor did his 
often obnoxious behavior. In 1986, at about the time his column first appeared in Mother Jones, he began to 
experience ``severe panic disorder,'' or anxiety attacks, and has spent the past few years in and out of a mental-health 
clinic. Although perceptively critical of American business management, practice, and values, Hamper nearsightedly 
finds little of worth or integrity in his fellow workers, and is downright offensive toward women, who, in his world, 
``lust for summer sausage.'' Rivethead indeed. -- Copyright 1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.From 
Library JournalHamper, a son, a grandson, and a great-grandson of General Motors' "shoprats," chronicles ten years 
spent in an abusive marriage with GM in Flint, Michigan. Despite exploitative management policies, arrogant and/or 
incompetent supervisors, and mind-numbing working conditions, Hamper, like the abused spouse who keeps returning 
to the abuser, becomes de pressed during layoffs and revives when recalled to the assembly line. Hamper copes with 
his perceived limited options by consuming impressive quantities of alcohol and writing an irreverent, cynically 
humorous column about shoprat life for an alternative newspaper. How much of Hamper's alienation and later panic 
disorder are the result of his ten years at GM and how much are due to genetics and choices is unexplored. Another 
weakness is Hamper's graceless style and his overuse of four-letter words. Despite these shortcomings, blue-collar 
voices are rarely heard, and therefore this is recommended for public libraries.- Andrea C. Dragon, Coll. of St. 
Elizabeth, Convent Station, N.J.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


