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Von Patricia McCormick : Sold (New Voices)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Sold (New Voices): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooSOLD tells the story of Lakshmi, who lives in a tiny mountain village in Nepal. 
She lives in a hut with her stepfather, mother, and baby brother. Poverty is all Lakshmi knows. She speaks of 
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swallowing her spit and pretending it is soup, tightening her waistcloth to fool her belly into thinking it's full, and 
thickening her stew with dirt. Lakshmi dreams of going to the city like some girls and working for a rich family to 
send money back to her own relatives on the mountain.One day her stepfather returns home with a woman he says 
Lakshmi should call Auntie. He has made a deal for Auntie to take Lakshmi down the mountain to work. It seems her 
dream has come true, and her journey begins.Traveling down the Nepalese mountain and across the border into India 
is at once both exciting and frightening. Lakshmi, whose mountain life has been nothing but poverty and hard work, 
marvels at the sights and sounds of city life. Trains, buses, cars, and trucks amaze her. There are crowds of people and 
shops as far as the eye can see.Lakshmi arrives at her destination. She is told she will be working for a woman she is to 
call Auntie Mumtaz. Prepared to work hard and earn her keep, Lakshmi is shocked to discover what her real duties 
will be. She is thrust into the arms of an old man with onion breath. He kisses her and begins to demand the 
unthinkable. Terrified, Lakshmi runs. Auntie Mumtaz orders her capture and locks her in a room. After days of 
starvation, beatings, and cruel treatment, Lakshmi realizes she will need to cooperate to survive.Patricia McCormick 
uses a blunt and direct narrative style to present Lakshmi's horrific experiences. The story is heartbreaking, yet 
uplifting, as Lakshmi shows courage and determination to maintain her identity and survive her ordeal. Readers will 
hold Lakshmi in their thoughts long after finishing her story.Reviewed by: Sally Kruger, aka "Readingjunky"

KurzbeschreibungThirteen-year-old Lakshmi lives with her family in a small hut on a mountain in Nepal. Though they 
are desperately poor, Lakshmis life is full of simple pleasures: playing hopscotch with her best friend, looking after her 
black-and-white speckled goat, having her mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when Lakshmis 
family lose all that remains of their crops in a monsoon, her stepfather says she must leave home and take a job in the 
city. Lakshmi undertakes the long journey to India full of hope for her new life, proud to be able to earn, daring to 
hope that she will make enough money to make her mother proud too. Then she learns the unthinkable truth: for 
10,000 rupees she has been sold into prostitution.From BooklistLakshmi, 13, knows nothing about the world beyond 
her village shack in the Himalayas of Nepal, and when her family loses the little it has in a monsoon, she grabs a 
chance to work as a maid in the city so she can send money back home. What she doesn't know is that her stepfather 
has sold her into prostitution. She ends up in a brothel far across the border in the slums of Calcutta, locked up, beaten, 
starved, drugged, raped, "torn and bleeding," until she submits. In beautiful clear prose and free verse that remains true 
to the child's viewpoint, first-person, present-tense vignettes fill in Lakshmi's story. The brutality and cruelty are ever 
present ("I have been beaten here, / locked away, / violated a hundred times / and a hundred times more"), but not 
sensationalized. An unexpected act of kindness is heartbreaking ("I do not know a word / big enough to hold my 
sadness"). One haunting chapter brings home the truth of "Two Worlds": the workers love watching The Bold and the 
Beautifulon TV though in the real world, the world they know, a desperate prostitute may be approached to sell her 
own child. An unforgettable account of sexual slavery as it exists now. Hazel RochmanCopyright American Library 
Association. All rights reservedFrom School Library JournalGrade 9 Up As this heartbreaking story opens, 13-year-
old Lakshmi lives an ordinary life in Nepal, going to school and thinking of the boy she is to marry. Then her 
gambling-addicted stepfather sells her into prostitution in India. Refusing to be with men, she is beaten and starved 
until she gives in. Written in free verse, the girls first-person narration is horrifying and difficult to read. In between, 
men come./They crush my bones with their weight./They split me open./Then they disappear. I hurt./I am torn and 
bleeding where the men have been. The spare, unadorned text matches the barrenness of Lakshmis new life. She is 
told that if she works off her familys debt, she can leave, but she soon discovers that this is virtually impossible. When 
a boy who runs errands for the girls and their clients begins to teach her to read, she feels a bit more alive, 
remembering what it feels like to be the number one girl in class again. When an American comes to the brothel to 
rescue girls, Lakshmi finally gets a sense of hope. An authors note confirms what readers fear: thousands of girls, like 
Lakshmi in this story, are sold into prostitution each year. Part of McCormicks research for this novel involved 
interviewing women in Nepal and India, and her depth of detail makes the characters believable and their misery 
palpable. This important book was written in their honor.Alexa Sandmann, Kent State University, OH Copyright Reed 
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 


