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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spelldown: The Big-
Time Dreams of a Small-Town Word Whiz (mix) (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooRemember spelldowns? This book is way bigger than a classroom spelldown. 
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Karlene Bridges is a phenomenal speller. She studies what she calls "chapters" in the dictionary, like the "Tt chapter" 
and the "Kk chapter." She lives and breathes spelling.Karlene's home life is held together by her mother and her 
burning desire to be the National Spelling Bee champion. Life with an unpredictable alcoholic father makes her world 
a bit of a roller coaster ride. There are times she recalls tender memories, but mostly there are erratic drunken moments 
filled with disappointment.The arrival of Mrs. Harrison, a new Latin teacher, fills Karlene's life with hope. A lover of 
language, Mrs. Harrison becomes coach and mentor to the young speller. Karlene is welcomed into the Harrisons' 
home and encouraged in her efforts to excel. With Mrs. Harrison's guidance, contests are won, and Karlene inches 
closer to her dream.In SPELLDOWN, Karon Luddy brings the spelling world to life for readers. Her story is filled 
with intriguing characters and terrific vocabulary words. Even the chapter titles will increase your knowledge of 
words. Luddy keeps readers on the edge of their seats as they observe each spelling contest and watch Karlene 
grow.Reviewed by: Sally Kruger, aka "Readingjunky"

KurzbeschreibungThirteen-year-old Karlene Bridges is the best speller in her family, her hometown, and maybe even 
all of Shirley County, South Carolina. The trouble is, every time she makes it to the final round of a spelling bee, she 
chokes. But when Mrs. Harrison, the new Latin teacher, offers to coach her, Karlene's spelling jinx miraculously 
disappears. The year 1969 is turning out to be her best ever, especially since she develops a surprising crush on her 
best friend, Billy Ray. But as soon as Karlene aims to compete in the National Spelling Bee in Washington, D. C., her 
father's drinking begins to spell trouble. How is a girl supposed to hold her family together, savor her first kiss, and 
become the best speller in America before the end of eighth grade? Debut novelist Karon Luddy spells out adolescence 
with unwavering faith and sass in a novel about big dreams and the people who make them 
happen.KurzbeschreibungThirteen-year-old Karlene Bridges is the best speller in her family, her hometown, and 
maybe even all of Shirley County, South Carolina. The trouble is, every time she makes it to the final round of a 
spelling bee, she chokes. But when Mrs. Harrison, the new Latin teacher, offers to coach her, Karlene's spelling jinx 
miraculously disappears. The year 1969 is turning out to be her best ever, especially since she develops a surprising 
crush on her best friend, Billy Ray. But as soon as Karlene aims to compete in the National Spelling Bee in 
Washington, D. C., her father's drinking begins to spell trouble. How is a girl supposed to hold her family together, 
savor her first kiss, and become the best speller in America before the end of eighth grade? Debut novelist Karon 
Luddy spells out adolescence with unwavering faith and sass in a novel about big dreams and the people who make 
them happen.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeKaron Luddy earned her MFA in creative writing from Queen's 
University of Charlotte, North Carolina, where she lives with her family, and teaches writing to college students. 
Spelldown is her first novel. 


