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Von George Vecsey : Stan Musial: An American Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Stan Musial: An American Life: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Star...An Icon...An American LifeVon James GallenMy first baseball memory is mother directing my attention to one 
of Stan Musial's hits as it flew into Sportsman's Park's right field bleachers. Ever since then I have been a fan of Stan 
Musial as I watched the twilight of his career and his magnificent life as the Greatest Cardinal of them All and first 
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citizen of St. Louis. Author George Vecsey has brought together the facts, legends, stories and views that Cardinal 
fans have savored for decades."Stan Musial: An American Life" tells the story of a full American life, a life in 
baseball, a life of a family man and a life of man who smoothly transitioned from athlete to businessman and public 
citizen. It takes us to Stan's origins in Donora, Pennsylvania with his Polish immigrant father and American born 
mother. It guides the reader through Stan's childhood, his rise through the minor leagues and introduces us the people 
who helped him along the way. Stan's years of stardom are depicted as a time when a good, decent ballplayer became 
the idol of a nation. After his career was over, Stan became a successful restaurateur, businessman and senior baseball 
icon.Much of the story is told through the words of people who were important to Stan during his long life: his wife 
Lil and their children, his long time team mates, Red Schoendienst and Marty Marion, some who shared a few years 
with him, such as Bob Gibson and Tim McCarver, friends and opponents too many to mention.A recurring theme in 
this book is that Stan never received the acclaim that his play merited even though, Vecsey claims, the New York 
media gave him his due. The comparison of and interplay between the trio of contemporary legends, Stan, Ted 
Williams and Joe DiMaggio makes for interesting reading. Vecsey makes the case that, as a player, Stan was their 
equal and, as a man, he may have been their better.This book's greatest strength is also its weakness. It is, to a great 
extent, a collection of anecdotes more than a coherent biography. In this respect it is reminiscent of Carl Sandburg's 
"Lincoln", not bad company to share. He does mention that Stan was diagnosed with Alzheimer's a few years ago, but 
any criticisms of Stan are few and very mild. This book is neither spiced nor soiled by scandalous gossip. I am really 
glad that I read this one. I am confident that any fan of Stan, the Cardinals and any lover of baseball will enjoy it as 
much as I do.

KurzbeschreibungNATIONAL BESTSELLER Veteran sports journalist George Vecsey finally gives this twenty-time 
All-Star and St. Louis Cardinals icon the biographical treatment he deserves. Stan Musial is the definitive portrait of 
one of the games best-loved but most unappreciated legendstold through the remembrances of those who played 
beside, worked with, and covered Stan the Man over the course of his nearly seventy years in the national spotlight. 
Away from the diamond, Musial proved a savvy businessman and a model of humility and graciousness toward his 
many fans in St. Louis and around the world. From Keith Hernandezs boyhood memories of Musial leaving tickets for 
him when the Cardinals were in San Francisco to the little-known story of Musials friendship with novelist James 
Michener, Vecsey weaves an intimate oral history around one of the great gentlemen of baseballs Greatest 
Generation.PressestimmenBig hitter Vecsey scores with [this] tribute.St. Louis Post-Dispatch [George] Vecseys 
exhaustively researched book, Stan Musial: An American Life, winningly captures the essence of this son of the 
Depression; it is also filled with yearning for an earlier, perhaps better, time in sports: before steroids and showboating 
athletes, when the boys of summer traveled to games by train and the World Series ended in mid-October.Associated 
Press Vecsey brings a fans reverence and a skilled journalists love of incisive research to this book, and the result is a 
sumptuous trip through a mid-20th century when baseball really was the National Pastime.Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Baseball fans get their fix of one of the games brightest stars when they read George Vecseys new book.USA Today 
Fastidiously researched . . . a rich glimpse behind the cheerful facade.Sports Illustrated A biography of a worthy 
subject by a worthy author.Los Angeles Times Plenty of fascinating Musialiana.The Wall Street 
JournalKurzbeschreibungNATIONAL BESTSELLER Veteran sports journalist George Vecsey finally gives this 
twenty-time All-Star and St. Louis Cardinals icon the biographical treatment he deserves. Stan Musial is the definitive 
portrait of one of the games best-loved but most unappreciated legendstold through the remembrances of those who 
played beside, worked with, and covered Stan the Man over the course of his nearly seventy years in the national 
spotlight. Away from the diamond, Musial proved a savvy businessman and a model of humility and graciousness 
toward his many fans in St. Louis and around the world. From Keith Hernandezs boyhood memories of Musial leaving 
tickets for him when the Cardinals were in San Francisco to the little-known story of Musials friendship with novelist 
James Michener, Vecsey weaves an intimate oral history around one of the great gentlemen of baseballs Greatest 
Generation. 


