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Von Martha T. Cummings : Straddling The BordersThe Year I Grew Up In Italy (English Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Straddling The BordersThe 
Year I Grew Up In Italy (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Visual, Intellectual, and Gastronomic Feast!Von Ein KundeGifted writer Martha Cummings, in her first novel, invites 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002NPBSM4


her readers to explore several of life's Big Questions through the experiences of Jo, the 26 year old Italian-American 
protagonist. On one level, the novel appears to be Jo's entertaining account of her year-long adventure in Italy. The 
story soon unfolds, however, to reveal a journey about much more than geographical displacement. Jo travels to Italy 
in order to learn more about her maternal grandfather, who died before she was born. Family, which maintains a 
central importance throuhgout the novel, serves as one of Jo's anchors during her journey of self-discovery. Jo finds 
herself required to straddle not only geographic borders; she also pushes beyond the confines of her pre-Italy 
perceptions in the intellectual, emotional, and spiritual realms. In seeking connection (another theme at the heart of 
Cummings's work), Jo is confronted by boundaries of time, space, language, gender, race, age, and ethnicity. As she 
struggles to make sense of her own position in this unknown territory, she discovers truths about herself that might not 
have been revealed in the relative comfort of the world she left behind. Cummings' clean, crisp prose facilitates the 
flow of this cohesive narrative. Each well-drawn character, detailed description, and carefully chosen word all serve to 
underscore Jo's awakening. Another outstanding quality of Cummings' writing is her ability to inject humor into her 
narrative at opportune moments, without compromising the integrity of the novel's more serious message. Jo's antics 
are sometimes outrageous enough to elicit audible laughter (at least from this reader). Straddling the Borders - The 
Year I Grew Up in Italy is a profound first novel whose messages linger in the hearts and minds of those who read it. 
In telling Jo's story, Cummings provides her readers with the opportunity to confront some of life's universal concerns, 
and gently offers a mindset through which the reader can piece together her/his own answers.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Appealing to both the novice and seasoned traveler.Von Ein KundeFor those who 
have already been to Italy, the novel will let you revisit most of the wonders of Rome, Florence, Venice, Sicily, and 
some other places. The author's descriptions are vivid and detailed; at times, I felt like I was right there with her as a 
privilged traveling companion. For those who haven't been to Italy yet, reading this novel will make you want to 
discover on your own all of the sites the author highlights. This novel is much more than a guidebook, however. The 
main character, Jo, has decided to live in Italy to connect with her heritage. There are many heartwarming moments as 
Jo pursues her quest, especially when Jo and her mother discover the home where Jo's mother's father was born. As a 
twenty-something woman on her own in Italy, Jo learns a great deal more than family history. By leaving home and 
venturing halfway across the world, she is given the opportunity to learn more about herself, by being challenged by 
her new environment and the other people in it.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very moving 
and very funny book!Von Robin M. BeaupreStraddling the Borders brings the reader on a young woman's spiritual 
journey via connecting with a grandfather that she never knew. It's a very moving book but also extremely funny. I 
couldn't put it down. The stories of her life in Italy are so funny and she conveys them with such candid and dry 
humor! She also gives the reader a wonderful glimpse of Italy in beautiful detail. I have visited Italy myself and after 
reading Straddling the Borders I feel as though I've missed so many wonderful details. Martha has inspired me to 
return to Italy one day and when I do, it will be with a much greater and deeper appreciation. Anyone with ancestors 
from another country who sacraficed much to immigrate to this country will truly appreciate Martha's spiritual 
journey. This book is an absolute delight!

KurzbeschreibungStraddling The BordersThe Year I Grew Up In Italy by Martha T. Cummings, ISBN 
9780828320368, Illustrated, 222 pagesJo, an Italian-American woman, moves to Italy to connect, on a spiritual level, 
with her nonno, the grandfather she never knew. Along the way, she experiences an Italy that romps inside and outside 
the guidebook descriptions of the land an Italy that forces her beyond the lines of her well-ordered life. Italys boot 
kicks hard with humor, fear, loneliness, love, and unparalleled friendship, until Jo finally learns not to kick 
back.Martha Cummings drew on her Italian roots and trips abroad to write her first novel about the object of her 
passion Italy. Martha was born and raised in the outskirts of Boston, MA, after which she spent nearly 20 years as an 
administrator and a teacher in independent schools.KurzbeschreibungStraddling The BordersThe Year I Grew Up In 
Italy by Martha T. Cummings, ISBN 9780828320368, Illustrated, 222 pagesJo, an Italian-American woman, moves to 
Italy to connect, on a spiritual level, with her nonno, the grandfather she never knew. Along the way, she experiences 
an Italy that romps inside and outside the guidebook descriptions of the land an Italy that forces her beyond the lines 
of her well-ordered life. Italys boot kicks hard with humor, fear, loneliness, love, and unparalleled friendship, until Jo 
finally learns not to kick back.Martha Cummings drew on her Italian roots and trips abroad to write her first novel 
about the object of her passion Italy. Martha was born and raised in the outskirts of Boston, MA, after which she spent 
nearly 20 years as an administrator and a teacher in independent schools.Synopsis Jo, an Italian-American woman, 
moves to Italy to connect, on a spiritual level, with her nonno, the grandfather she never knew, along the way, she 
experiences an Italy that romps inside and outside the guidebook descriptions of the land -- an Italy that forces her 
beyond the lines of her well-ordered life. Italy's boot kicks with humour, fear, loneliness, love, and unparalleled 
friendship, until Jo finally learns not to kick back. 


