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Von Linda Wagner-Martin : Sylvia Plath: A Biography (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sylvia Plath: A Biography (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Clear, 
precise description of a haunted womanVon ucky@cw-f1.umd.umich.eduSo far, this is one of the clearest, and easiest 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B016A8MCJC


to read biographies of one of the finest (and most intriguing) female poets of the 20th century. I recommend this book 
for anyone who wants to know more about Sylvia Plath, but doesn't feel like sorting through endless fluff and 
interpretations of her work. This book simply describes the life of a tortured woman writer. Good job, great reading!0 
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. InformativeVon J. LewisI had the pleasure of taking an 
American Women Authors class taught by Linda Wagner-Martin at UNC Chapel Hill, and let me tell you, she really 
knows her stuff about Plath. She fascinated us with her tales of the process of writing this book. For a fresh 
perspective on the life and work of Sylvia Plath, this is a good one.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. InformativeVon J. LewisI had the pleasure of taking an American Women Authors class taught by Linda 
Wagner-Martin at UNC Chapel Hill, and let me tell you, she really knows her stuff about Plath. She fascinated us with 
her tales of the process of writing this book. For a fresh perspective on the life and work of Sylvia Plath, this is a good 
one.

KurzbeschreibungIt has been just over 50 years since Sylvia Plath committed suicide, and her place in American 
letters is secure. Today she is widely recognized as one of the outstanding poets of the century. When her Collected 
Poems was published it won the Pulitzer Prize. Her only published novel, The Bell Jar, has become a modern classic. 
Because Plath drew so heavily on her own life in both her poetry and her fiction, the outlines of her life are familiar to 
readers. But, like most writers, Plath changed the facts of her life in her writing.In this biography, the first to draw on 
unpublished journals and letters recently made available, Linda Wagner-Martin examines the ironies and 
contradictions of Sylvia Plath's life, as well as her achievements. Everyone who knew Plath described her as talented, 
attractive, out-going and seemingly self-assured. Yet in her diaries and letters Plath reveals herself racked by 
insecurities and doubts. An outstanding and popular student, she attempted suicide while she was still in college, and 
ten years later she was only just beginning to achieve recognition as a writer when she ended her life. Yet she had a 
remarkable ability to transform her suffering into art: her anger at the collapse of her marriage, for example, became 
the remarkable poetry of Ariel, most of which she wrote in a single month.Linda Wagner-Martin traces the origins of 
Plath's lifelong emotional problems to the untimely death of her father and to the complex relationship that Plath and 
her mother developed. Ironically, Plath would find herself in a situation similar to her mother's when she separated 
from her husband, poet Ted Hughes, and faced the prospect of trying to launch her writing career while raising two 
young children. In her determination to be both wife and mother, on the one hand, and teacher and writer on the other, 
Plath tried simultaneously to fulfill and to fight the conventions that bound women in the 1950s. Throughout her life 
Plath felt herself pulled in opposing directions. Her genius as a writer lay in her ability to express her complicated 
emotional life in poetry and fiction that continue to move us today."Overwhelming. One reads and wants to weep as 
the end approaches ... Linda Wagner-Martin has brought to this biography a sense of the power, beauty, joy and 
anguish especially of Sylvia Plath's last great poems." David Ignatow, Bollingen-prize winning poet"Holds a reader's 
interest from beginning to end. An impressive job of revealing this complex, precocious, talented and haunted 
woman." Caroline R. Barnard Hall, The Philadelphia Inquirer"The poignant and paradoxical chronicle of a woman 
who, though she married and had children, remained an emotional child while at the same time composing the poems 
of a major, mature artist." Anne Bernays, novelist"Her poetry her writing, her life--touched generations of women. 
Sylvia Plath emerges as a middle-class woman of the '50s, for whom perfection as wife, mother and social planner 
became as important as perfection in writing. This work draws on extensive interviews, unpublished journals and 
previously unavailable letters ... a cautionary tale - inspiring and chilling." Barry Silesky, Chicago Tribune Book 
WorldLinda Wagner-Martin has won teaching awards at Michigan State University and UNC. She is currently the 
president of the Ernest Hemingway Foundation. Among her fifty edited and written books are biographies of Sylvia 
Plath, Gertrude Stein, Ellen Glasgow, Barbara Kingsolver, and Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald.Endeavour Press is the UK's 
leading independent publisher of digital books.KurzbeschreibungIt has been just over 50 years since Sylvia Plath 
committed suicide, and her place in American letters is secure. Today she is widely recognized as one of the 
outstanding poets of the century. When her Collected Poems was published it won the Pulitzer Prize. Her only 
published novel, The Bell Jar, has become a modern classic. Because Plath drew so heavily on her own life in both her 
poetry and her fiction, the outlines of her life are familiar to readers. But, like most writers, Plath changed the facts of 
her life in her writing.In this biography, the first to draw on unpublished journals and letters recently made available, 
Linda Wagner-Martin examines the ironies and contradictions of Sylvia Plath's life, as well as her achievements. 
Everyone who knew Plath described her as talented, attractive, out-going and seemingly self-assured. Yet in her 
diaries and letters Plath reveals herself racked by insecurities and doubts. An outstanding and popular student, she 
attempted suicide while she was still in college, and ten years later she was only just beginning to achieve recognition 
as a writer when she ended her life. Yet she had a remarkable ability to transform her suffering into art: her anger at 
the collapse of her marriage, for example, became the remarkable poetry of Ariel, most of which she wrote in a single 
month.Linda Wagner-Martin traces the origins of Plath's lifelong emotional problems to the untimely death of her 



father and to the complex relationship that Plath and her mother developed. Ironically, Plath would find herself in a 
situation similar to her mother's when she separated from her husband, poet Ted Hughes, and faced the prospect of 
trying to launch her writing career while raising two young children. In her determination to be both wife and mother, 
on the one hand, and teacher and writer on the other, Plath tried simultaneously to fulfill and to fight the conventions 
that bound women in the 1950s. Throughout her life Plath felt herself pulled in opposing directions. Her genius as a 
writer lay in her ability to express her complicated emotional life in poetry and fiction that continue to move us 
today."Overwhelming. One reads and wants to weep as the end approaches ... Linda Wagner-Martin has brought to 
this biography a sense of the power, beauty, joy and anguish especially of Sylvia Plath's last great poems." David 
Ignatow, Bollingen-prize winning poet"Holds a reader's interest from beginning to end. An impressive job of revealing 
this complex, precocious, talented and haunted woman." Caroline R. Barnard Hall, The Philadelphia Inquirer"The 
poignant and paradoxical chronicle of a woman who, though she married and had children, remained an emotional 
child while at the same time composing the poems of a major, mature artist." Anne Bernays, novelist"Her poetry her 
writing, her life--touched generations of women. Sylvia Plath emerges as a middle-class woman of the '50s, for whom 
perfection as wife, mother and social planner became as important as perfection in writing. This work draws on 
extensive interviews, unpublished journals and previously unavailable letters ... a cautionary tale - inspiring and 
chilling." Barry Silesky, Chicago Tribune Book WorldLinda Wagner-Martin has won teaching awards at Michigan 
State University and UNC. She is currently the president of the Ernest Hemingway Foundation. Among her fifty 
edited and written books are biographies of Sylvia Plath, Gertrude Stein, Ellen Glasgow, Barbara Kingsolver, and 
Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald.Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent publisher of digital books. 


