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Von Harry Mark Petrakis : Tales of the Heart: Dreams and Memories of a Lifetime (English Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tales of the Heart: Dreams 
and Memories of a Lifetime (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. "Tales of 
the Heart" is a lyrical journey into the pastVon Ein KundeHarry Mark Petrakis' new book, "Tales of the Heart: Dreams 
and Memories of a lifetime," is an amazing piece of autobiography that speaks with the force of lyrical poetry. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0061VYC5G


Although prose that is either fiction, nonfiction, or both, the book immediately brings to mind the poetry of Yannis 
Ritsos, or Pablo Neruda. The book, like almost all of the work by Petrakis, is so tightly constructed that the reader can 
feel and hear the words alliteratively exploding off the page. What makes this book so unique in the world of 
contemporary literature is that it is impossible to define by genre. It is not a novel even though it reads like one. 
Although it looks like a collection of essays it is not that at all; instead, what we haveis a powerfully packed series of 
highly emotional and poetically told tales by a master storyteller in memory. Finally, "Tales of the Heart: Dreams and 
Memories of a Lifetime," is the type of book that may change the readers life. The world in which it presents is so 
moving, emotional, and poetically told that the reader is forever drawing back to personal memories of their own,and 
as strange as it may seem, simultaneously laughing and crying. Don't miss this one!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good BookVon amanda austinI had the honor of meeting Mr. Petrakis at my school just 
a short while ago. He is a very unique man and weaves humor in with some of the most nostalgic of memories. His 
books are great, personally, i had dreaded reading someone's memoirs, but even though there is a considerable gap of 
decades in between our ages, i can still identify with some things he experienced and grew stronger by.

KurzbeschreibungIn this warmhearted and luminous collection of his non-fiction writings, Harry Mark Petrakis carries 
his readers on an odyssey that spans a lifetime. "I hold a browned photograph of my parents and older brothers and 
sisters taken shortly before they emigrated to America from the island of Crete in 1916," Mr. Petrakis writes. "In the 
seventy years that have passed since then, the countenances in the portrait have remained suspended in time. . . . Each 
time I look at it I am reminded that all of life is a mystery that lies not as much in the end as in the beginning." In Tales 
of the Heart, Mr. Petrakis - whose books have twice been short-listed for the National Book Award - describes people 
and landscapes and the dreams and memories that reveal the essence of our lives. He begins in the intimate province of 
the family, with episodes from childhood, young love, and early marriage; the experience of raising children; the aging 
and death of parents. As life expands outward, Mr. Petrakis's darker sketches tell of gambling obsessions and life in 
the streets and the risk of death. In reports of travels, he turns a sharp eye on England, the Middle East, and his Greek 
homeland. Whether he is recalling the world of his family or the world grown large, he writes with a novelist's eye and 
a poet's language. "If I get all the ingredients there and I am successful in my task, both die reader and I will share 
love - a love of books and a love of life," Mr. Petrakis writes. Tales of the Heart sustains his position as one of our 
finest, most affecting authors.PressestimmenJoy. A strange word when you think of contemporary fiction. It is as if 
some wonderful secret had been lost, then rediscovered, by him.--Mark Van DorenTales of the Heart will endure as a 
remarkable literary achievement.--Isaac Bashevis SingerI have often thought what a wonderful basketball team could 
be formed from Petrakis characters. Every one of them is at least 14 feet tall.--Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.Petrakis has 
something more important than skill: a deep and rich humanity.--Rex Warner"Tales of the Heart" will endure as a 
remarkable literary achievement.--Isaac Bashevis SingerI've always thought Harry Mark Petrakis to be a leading 
American novelist.--John CheeverKurzbeschreibungIn this warmhearted and luminous collection of his non-fiction 
writings, Harry Mark Petrakis carries his readers on an odyssey that spans a lifetime. "I hold a browned photograph of 
my parents and older brothers and sisters taken shortly before they emigrated to America from the island of Crete in 
1916," Mr. Petrakis writes. "In the seventy years that have passed since then, the countenances in the portrait have 
remained suspended in time. . . . Each time I look at it I am reminded that all of life is a mystery that lies not as much 
in the end as in the beginning." In Tales of the Heart, Mr. Petrakis - whose books have twice been short-listed for the 
National Book Award - describes people and landscapes and the dreams and memories that reveal the essence of our 
lives. He begins in the intimate province of the family, with episodes from childhood, young love, and early marriage; 
the experience of raising children; the aging and death of parents. As life expands outward, Mr. Petrakis's darker 
sketches tell of gambling obsessions and life in the streets and the risk of death. In reports of travels, he turns a sharp 
eye on England, the Middle East, and his Greek homeland. Whether he is recalling the world of his family or the world 
grown large, he writes with a novelist's eye and a poet's language. "If I get all the ingredients there and I am successful 
in my task, both die reader and I will share love - a love of books and a love of life," Mr. Petrakis writes. Tales of the 
Heart sustains his position as one of our finest, most affecting authors. 


