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Von Michael Sims : The Adventures of Henry Thoreau: A Young Man's Unlikely Path to Walden Pond  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Adventures of Henry 
Thoreau: A Young Man's Unlikely Path to Walden Pond: 
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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very 
good bookVon michael hennessyAnyone who is interested in American History will love this book. Written in a clear 
and easy to read format

KurzbeschreibungFrom Mahatma Gandhi and John F. Kennedy to Martin Luther King and Leo Tolstoy, the works of 
Henry David Thoreau author, poet, philosopher, abolitionist, naturalist, surveyor, schoolteacher, engineer have long 
been an inspiration to many. But who was the unsophisticated young man who in 1837 became a protg of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson? The Adventures of Henry Thoreau tells the colourful story of a complex man seeking a meaningful 
life in a tempestuous era. In rich, evocative prose Michael Sims brings to life the insecure, youthful Henry, as he 
embarks on the path to becoming the literary icon Thoreau. Using the letters and diaries of Thoreau's family, friends 
and students, Michael Sims charts his coming of age within a family struggling to rise above poverty in 1830s 
America. From skating and boating with Nathaniel Hawthorne, to travels with his brother, John Thoreau, and the 
launching of their progressive school, Sims paints a vivid portrait of the young writer struggling to find his voice 
through communing with nature, whether mountain climbing in Maine or building his life-changing cabin at Walden 
Pond. He explores Thoreau's infatuation with the beautiful young woman who rejected his proposal of marriage, the 
influence of his mother and sisters who were passionate abolitionists and that of the powerful cultural currents of the 
day. With emotion and texture, The Adventures of Henry Thoreau sheds fresh light on one of the most iconic figures 
in American history.PressestimmenSims creates a sensuous natural environment in which to appreciate his subject. 
Kirkus s[A] surpassingly vivid and vital chronicle of Thoreau's formative years. As Sims portrays a solemn boy 
nicknamed "the Judge," we gain fresh understanding of Thoreau's choices and convictions on his way to becoming a 
seminal environmentalist and civil-disobedience guru. Booklist[A] lively biography . . . Nature lovers will revel in the 
vivid descriptions of Thoreau's adventures and mishaps, fromplaying the flute to a mouse, to boat trips on the Concord 
river . . . Sims explores the development of a bookish and sometimes prickly young man into the icon he is today. 
Financial TimesAn amiable and fresh take on the legendary sage of Walden Pond . . . an animated portrait. Sims has 
once again proven himself to be a distinctive writer on the subjects of human nature and humans in nature. 
BookpageAn affectionate and lively recreation of the world that surrounded [Thoreau]. Christian Science Monitor, 
picked as one of the 10 Best Books of FebruaryI confess I picked up this biography not because of a burning interest in 
Thoreau . . . but because I loved Michael Sims' previous book about E. B. White and the writing of Charlotte's Web. 
Sims made White's youthful world of 1920s New York come alive and he does the same thing here for Thoreau's 
Concord. . . . The Adventures of Henry Thoreau is a rich, entertaining testament to the triumph of a young man who 
never comfortably fit in, but who made a place for himself, nonetheless. Maureen Corrigan, Fresh AirA well-
researched and richly detailed portrait . . . The Henry David Thoreau portrayed here is no marble bust of an icon.' He's 
restless, prickly and possessed of a relentless intellectual curiosity--a complex, fully realized human being. With this 
picture in mind, anyone who admires Thoreau's life and work will view him with fresh eyes. Shelf AwarenessSims 
offers intriguing sidelights and memorable details . . . [he] helps us to see Thoreau as a colorful, crotchety human 
being. Washington PostSims gracefully captures what he calls Thoreau's ecstatic response to nature.' Wall Street 
Journal[A] highly readable book . . . draws from an impressively broad range of early writings from those who knew 
Thoreau personally, and the result is indeed a very human 'Henry' as opposed to, as Sims notes, 'a marble bust of an 
icon. CHOICEKurzbeschreibungFrom Mahatma Gandhi and John F. Kennedy to Martin Luther King and Leo Tolstoy, 
the works of Henry David Thoreau author, poet, philosopher, abolitionist, naturalist, surveyor, schoolteacher, engineer 
have long been an inspiration to many. But who was the unsophisticated young man who in 1837 became a protg of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson? The Adventures of Henry Thoreau tells the colourful story of a complex man seeking a 
meaningful life in a tempestuous era. In rich, evocative prose Michael Sims brings to life the insecure, youthful Henry, 
as he embarks on the path to becoming the literary icon Thoreau. Using the letters and diaries of Thoreau's family, 
friends and students, Michael Sims charts his coming of age within a family struggling to rise above poverty in 1830s 
America. From skating and boating with Nathaniel Hawthorne, to travels with his brother, John Thoreau, and the 
launching of their progressive school, Sims paints a vivid portrait of the young writer struggling to find his voice 
through communing with nature, whether mountain climbing in Maine or building his life-changing cabin at Walden 
Pond. He explores Thoreau's infatuation with the beautiful young woman who rejected his proposal of marriage, the 
influence of his mother and sisters who were passionate abolitionists and that of the powerful cultural currents of the 
day. With emotion and texture, The Adventures of Henry Thoreau sheds fresh light on one of the most iconic figures 
in American history. 


